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suegech: Jeckaon Comnittes: Hearinga on Ney 24 < Condensed Highlights 


On Tuesday, May 24, 1960, the Jeckeon Comsittee scheduled « searing in 
Room 3302, New Senate Ciiice Tadiding, to heer testimony in Bxpeutive Seasion 
from Robert Catler and Dilies Anderson, seriatin. 


Refore the bearing begen, 3enetor Jackson held « short news conferesce 
attenied by TY cameramen, et which he sunuineed the purpose of the executive 
eeusion about to get umicr vay 82 being to explere the sdequacy of national. 
policy machinery. He said that the Committee wmsld look into the 0-2 ineident, 
not insofar as wubstance was concerned, but rather as to how 4% might bear upon 
national seourity organisation and the possible need to improve procedures. 
General Cutler, who wes photographed beside Senater Jeckron, remained silent. 


The Executive Session cf the Bommities was called to order at 2:20 PH. 
with General Cutier in the witness chair. Fresent at the table were Senators 
Jankson (presiding), Munkle and devites; Staff Direetor Marefiald ani Minority 
Counsel Fandleton. f1so in the rece were Committee Staff Menberra Fosdick, 

wud, Garside, Page an Denny (the latter two having joined the Comni tive 
staff this week); Robert Berry of Senator Manit's offices the court reporter} 
ard myself. 


General Cutler read a S-page single-spaced atatenent, interspersing it 
with numerous explanatory comments end amplifications. During the eourss 


explans 
of hia testimony be dealt in detail, exong others, with three points: 


} : : . . 
2 moh larger seeting for tae purpose of exposition, sot for the purpoue 
of discussion. There are "a mass of people” present at wach en expository 
meetings; tut the ordinery meating does net have %, unce of people." The 
ugual number dees not. interfere with the almost violence of debate that 


(2) Whether or not the SC deals with a small, number of key critical 
isguen depends won the point in the eyole of the President's term. For 
exemple, at the beginning of President Eisenhower's tera, it wos necersary 
te re-~exauine sone 50 policy pepers from the previous Administration. ae 
time moves Of, it is eanter ard quicker to review papers which ars the 
President's own policies, ant more tine is available for corel discussion 
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of 2 amall nusher of key critical issues, In this comection, however, 
there is the problem af wie identifies the kay eritical Lesues, and if 
the fumrtion is te be delegated, whether or not # Prexident would be az 
fully informed os he should be. 


(3) It 4s desirable to have wherp debate in the Oouneil with the 
President presiding, wich wes the practice wher General Cutler was 
Special Avsistent and which he has no reason to believe hes changed. 


Senator Jackson reized the matter of the 2 and sought to elicit comment 
from General Cutler with respect to “the procedural implicetions® of the inate 
dent. Garerel Cutler refuned to discuss the 0-2 iinelf or any other *partioular 
ineident® on the grounds thet euch would be substance. Te confined his anevers 
to explaining the role of intelligexe in the Counell provedurally and something 
af the relationship of CIA te the HSC organisational ly. 


Senator Muskie alno sought to drew General Cutler out on the 1-2 by 
suggesting hypotheaticel questions regarding 0.8. operations on the Soviet 
periphery. Genwral Guiler declined to snaver auch questions. ‘Hs testimony 
was corchaled at sbout 4:05 P.M, at whieh time he left the hearing room, 


Thereupon Dillon Anderson, wo had originally been scheduled for 4:00 P.M. 
ard had teen waiting in the entercos since 31435 7 .H., some in ard began his 
testimony at S107 F.H, By thet time the only (comittes members present were 
gerators Jaegkeon and Muskie. 


Mr, Anderson stated that he bed uo written statement and bed ascepted the 
Comdatteets iuvitatien te appear tecauee he happened to be ju Veshiagtos on 
other bustnest, ‘# axpinined that he hed reat General Cutlerte prepared 
statement in dreft and thet he concurred in it and would Like to adopt it. 


Perhaps the main impression to be draw Dros Mr, intersonts tegtinony 
was thet he could not think of any statutory changes wilch would teprove the 
national seourlty polley mechaniam; and that he knew of no new techniques or 
ovgetdsetional procedores wiich ghoule ba introduced to iapreve the polley 
making process. fie told the Committees that, during the period when he had 
been Special Anaiatert, he believed thet the ayeten used wes working. 


Seater Jackson, while expressly diselaiming that he wes referring 
"geecifioally to the U2 affair," imyatred whether the Rit and ite sub- 
ordinate agencies wae sufficiently coretituted to be able to advise the 
| President as to what action ahowld be taken when #2 erition. situation 
| develops, Mr. Anderson was sorry that the U=% had teen mentioned. Senator 
Jockaon onid, “tetts take it out.” Mr. Anderson thought thet might be 
airtioult. Senator Juokson sade several attempts to rephrase the queation 
| {mn such forms ase If CIA te carrying out « policy besed on an SSC decision 
approved ty the President ant 1f the CIA activities remit in a situation 
that could be potentially explosive, is the MiC set up to be able to keep the 
situation so coordinated that a given department dees not get off on the 

wrong track? 
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Wr, Anderson made some comments on the orgaciastional especta of the 
Bc ad the CIA, duplicating to « certein extent the grows previously covered 
by General Catier. In response to a further question fran Seantor Jeckson, : 
Wr. Anderson stated that te got lato the more intricate aspects of the relation | 
ship between the X50 ai pertiouler intelligene setivities would ga heyend the | 
geldelines ani would get inte substemce rather than preeedure. Thereupon that { 
partioular line of inguiry was not Certoer pureued, : 


Senator Huskie seught $0 loquire about the kind of natlonal security 
issuee whieh are disoussed in te Couneil ani wanted te kmew whetuer auch 
questiona ae the size of the aray, the alas of the Eetional Guard, nederni~ 
aation of conventional weaporm, muclear teat suspension anc the like were 
pieces of the totel problem wiieh tas BSC aboule consider. Hr, snderson 
queationed wheter itiae of the Betionsl Guard was not « substantive 
Sitiae, ‘Sat aki a-pinsect amuses th Ga affect Uist tus Lukeereiabed sapncts 
of the werlous elements te waieoh Senetor Muskie had referred would be ripe 
material fer consideration by the EOC, 

Senator Huskie tried e final question regarding the role of the *¢ 
with respect to the handling of the [2 situation. Mr. Anderson deelinad 
commas on the growsis thet it was not «a proper question within the guidelines. 


Me, Anderaon'e testimony was conclwied at about 6:20 °.H., at whieh time 


GHAMLES &. TASRIES 
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